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your bumper exploration of new music 


20 Giya Kancheli 

The spiritual silences punctuating the music of this Georgian composer are loaded with meaning, 
harbouring mute protests against the ex-Soviet Union's oppression of his homeland. By Ian MacDonald 

26 Invisible Jukebox: Caetano Veloso 

The great Brazilian Tropicalista airs his enthusiam for the music of Betty Carter, Bob Dylan, Antonio Carlos 
Jobim, Arto Lindsay, Yoko Ono & John Lennon and more. Tested by Peter Shapiro 

32 Angus MacLise 

20 years after the death of The Velvet Underground's original drummer, former colleagues John Cale, Tony 
Conrad, La Monte Young and Ira Cohen recall his impact on New York's 60s avant garde. By Alan Ucht 

36 Matt Herbert 

Now working to an architectonic blueprint, the artist also known as Wishmountam and RadioBoy has 

40 Death From Above 

Since Apocalypse Now merged rotary action with rock 'n' roll and Wagner, helicopters have cast a deadly 
shadow over the music of Psychic TV, Cabaret Voltaire, Ice T, Stockhausen and more. By Ken Hollings 

46 Mark Perry & Alternative TV 

In the late 70s, the founder of Sniffin' Glue and ATV quit punk when it rejected his embrace of Industrial 

52 Undercurrents #12: Worship The Glitch 

Concluding our series uncovering the hidden wiring of the 20th century, Rob Young celebrates the sound 
of music reaching an advanced state of decay in the noises of Mego, Coil, Oval, Autechre and more 

58 Diamanda Galas 

On the eve of the London premiere of Defixiones, Will And Testament, her powerful new work about 
genocide, the apocalyptic New York diva discusses the ramifications of her art with Ian Penman 

66 99 Rewind 

The definitive charts of the year in music assembled by The Wire's crack writing squad; plus commentaries 
from key players such as Company Flow, Holger Czukay, Jim O'Rourke, Pole, Genesis P-Orridge and more 



reviews 

76 Soundcheck New selected albums and singles, including John Adams, Derek Bailey & Han Benmnk, 
Blackallcious, Don Byron, Cornelius Cardew, Wendy Carlos, Hariprasad Chaurasia & Shiv Kumar Sharma, 

Def, Jim O’Rourke, Charlemagne Palestine, Papa M, Harry Partch, Salaryman, Sand, Sonic Youth, Squarepusher, 
Sun Ra, David Sylvian, Ken Vandermark, John Wall and more 106 Multimedia [The UserJ’s novel uses for 
the dot matrix printer 108 Print Run New music books: Jon Wozencroft's sensual sleeve art, Nick Cave's bio- 
pics; a Prog life of John McLaughlin; two HipHop histories; film composers speak out; plus cutting up rough with the 
Vienna Aktiomsts 114 On Location Going live. Warp's tenth birthday bash, Laurie Anderson's multimedia 
floby Dick-, ecstatic jazz at Fire In The Valley; The Arkestra in Holland; Rafael Toral in Chicago; AMM in London 


5 Editor’s Idea 6 Letters 12 Bites Susumu Yokota • DJ Scud & Aphasic • Jessica Bailiff • Werner 

Dafeldecker 16 Bitstream .. .hum limts 18 Global Ear JchKungl's radical freaks mau- 

mau Amsterdam 103 Charts 104 Label Directory 118 Out There December and January's 
selected festivals, happenings, live events, clubs and radio 128 Back Issues 129 Subscribe and get 
FREE CDs and FREE magazines 1 130 Epiphanies Cecil Taylor teaches Mark Sinker the meaning of serious fun 
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letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, UK. 
or fax: +44 (0)20 7287 4767, or e-mail: the_wire@ukonlme.co.uk Please include 
a full name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 













incl. PanSonic, SND, AH, Frank Bretschneider, 
V.Delay, Farben, Kit Clayton, Dettinger, Alva Noto, Pole, 
Stilluppsteypa, Autopoieses, Neina etc. 



AUTOPOIESES 

28 loops & mixes by V.Delay, 
Kit Clayton,Terre Thaemlitz, 
Gez Varley 


JAKE MANDELL 

Quondam Current 


PLURAMON I Formant mixes by C.Vogel, T.Brinkmann, Pantytec 


STURM I Sturmgesten CRANK I Heftibag 

AUTOPOIESES I La vie a noir 

NEINA I formed verse TERRE THAEMLTZI Replicas Rubato 

FRANK BRETSCHNEIDER I Rand 

I FORCE INC] STEWART WALKER I Stabiles 

PORTER RICKS : TECHNO ANIMAL I Symbiotics 

ACHIM WOLLSCHEID I Airs STILLUPPSTEYPA I dto. 

AKIRA RABELAIS I Elongated Pentagonal Pyramid 
KIM CASCONE I Cathodeflower 

FORCE INC. I MILLE PLATEAUX Weserstr.7 I 60329 Frankfurt Germany I Tel +49 69 239918 I Fax +49 69 252280 
visit our shop: www.milleplateaux.com www.force-inc.com also MP 3 label: Layers and folds 
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INCUS NEW RELEASES 



Available from: Incus Records /14 Downs Road. London E5 SDS. England 

fax: 44 (0) 20 - 8533 2851 e-mail: 113426.2337@compuserve.com 

PRICES : Compact Disc £12 or $20 (U.S.) VIDEO £13 or $22 (U.S.) available in PAL or NTSC formats 

We pay a? postage - please add $2 per item for Airmail outside Europe. 


Write for complete catalogue t 


v.incusrecords.f 
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LEADERS IN 
CONTEMPORARY 
CLASSICAL 
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AlCQRDS'MiniQ’BQQHS I 
no music, no life! 


THE 

JOHN ADAMS 
EARB OX 


A Unique 10-CD box set retrospective 
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SELECTED ‘NONESUCH’ BACK 
CATALOGUE TITLES NOW AT 
A REDUCED PRICE AT TOWER. 
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0 s tone records & 

www.3rdstonerecords.com 
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A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month 


Amsterdam 
























raging silence 


Decoding the spaces between the notes reveals the meaning of the music of Georgian composer 
Giya Kancheli, whose silences spoke volumes during the Soviet era. Words: Ian MacDonald 
























Germany in the 90s, together with deepening 









Caetano is the inspired Brazilian singer - 
songwriter that has risen to legend status 
after 30 years of pushing the envelope of 
Brazilian musical innovation as part of the 

available in the UK including his latest: 




A tribute to the legendary film maker Fellini 
Recorded live - Rimini. Italy 


Caetano 

Veloso 


Omaggio a Federico e Giulietta 














invisible jukebox 











































Until now poet and percussionist Angus MacLise was just a footnote in The Velvet Underground 
including John Gale, Tbny Conrad and Ira Cohen, recall the impact of his flickering presence on the 






story 20 years after his death, his associates, 
New York avant garde. Words: Alan Licht 


























Matt Herbert’s aichitectronics work from a domestic blueprint to produce 
a House music alive with the concrete sounds and spirit of its occupants. 
Words: Kodwo Eshun. Photography: Eva Vermandel 

H erbert has spent 1999 co-composing the soundtrack for the rave film Human In the house: flatt Herbert 
Traffic with producer Robert Mello, studying jazz piano, touring both the Herbert 
experience and the audiovisual event The Sight Of Sound live throughout the UK. Mid¬ 
year, he and his collaborators, fortysomething pianist Phil Parnell and San Franciscan 

designed by French architect Jean Nouvel. Four songs from the five European Herbert 
shows make up his new four track EP. 

Since 1994, when he emerged via Global Communication’s Universal Language 

Rockit, Herbert — each highlighting a different facet of his peculiarly manic energy 
Ostensibly, his 1999 work sounds like a step back from the mid-90s, when under the 

sampladelia, recording and composing and eating dishes prepared onstage. According 


i RadioBoy gig i 













Since Vietnam and Apocalypse Now, the helicopter’s scything rotor action has been bound up wil 
through the music of Cabaret Voltaire, Plastikman and Ice T, the chopper is transformed into a moi 
















re sound of windmill guitars, Woodstock and Wagner. Roaring like an apocalyptic outridem 
lenignpresence in Stockhausen’s Helikopter-Streichquartett. Words: Ken Hollings 




















Prop wash and street trash 































In the mid-7Os, when Mark Perry started tlje first punk fanzine Sniffin' Glue and formed the 
group Alternative TV, he regarded them both as being part of rock’s experimental outsider 
traditions j|^jtu^nces, however, saw it differently Words: Ben Watson. Photography: Wandy 




























(( Every gig was like a war. In Derby I got injured 
really badly. This skinhead threw a bottle and 
knocked me clean out. It was scary J J 










































Undercurrents #12: concluding our series uncovering the hidden wiring of 20th century 
music on a bum note, Rob Young celebrates the accumulation of dirt and dissonance in the 
work of Autechre, Coil, Oval, John Oswald, Mego, Mille Plateaux and more 






1 i i i i- ii-ji- li- ii - i i i-1 



































& death 

on holocaust revisionists, be they early 20th * 
AIDS. Words: Ian Penman. Photography: Tim Kent | 
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On the eve of the next millennium, we look back on the music 
that defined the final year of the 20th century Beginning 
opposite, we list the Records of the Year, as voted for by our 
team of writers and critics. In addition, starting on page 68, 
our contributors give us their personal pros and cons of 99, 
while starting below; some key players reflect on their own 
year at the sharp end of music 
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In party mode: the New Year's selected albums and singles 
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in brief 


fw Jakarta Ensemble 


global 
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■ Rob Young goes dotty over [The User] 's office printer symphonies 

fififlc#.. 

































print run 























































monthly, every 2nd thursday 
8 HITTING OUR 4TH BIRTHDAY 

9 - 12-99 

djs S11 d imille plateaux) 

BitTonic +SI-{CUT}.DB 

METR0PL3X SOUND-SYSTEM 

on-line magazine 

13-1-2000 

Sprawl 4th birthday 

with CAPITOL K (planet p) 

SPRAWL ALL STARS JAM + STRINGS 

BitTonic . si-{CUT}.db t CHi 

waveform/dfuse 

VENUE FOR BOTH EVENTS: 

GLOBAL CAFE. 15 GOLDEN Sa LONDON W1 
DOOR: £3. cones £2 19.30-00.00 
FREE INTERNET tube. Piccadilly 
tel/fax (+44) 208 568 3145 


LIVE & DIRECT 

The Wire's new live music 
domain brings you... 
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THE LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA PRESENTS 


Boulez 

Zero 


Launch yourself into the next millennium 
with the LSO’s Boulez 2000 festival 
Opening in London in January, this ground¬ 
breaking SERIES SPANS 8 MONTHS AND 11 CITIES 

world-wide. Each programme features 
a world premiere and is guaranteed to 
CHALLENGE YOUR PERCEPTIONS OF CLASSICAL MUSIC. 

Why not try it? 

The Wire readers can take advantage of 

A SPECIAL OFFER FOR THE OPENING DISCOVERY 
CONCERT - TICKETS ARE NORMALLY £6.50, BUT 

call the Barbican Centre Box Office on 
0171-638 8891 AND RECEIVE TWO TICKETS FOR 
THE PRICE OF ONE WHEN YOU QUOTE 'THE WIRE’ 



BOULEZ DISCOVERY WEEK AT THE BARBICAN BEGINS 26TH JANUARY 2000 


H]Barbican Centre 
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December and January’s selected festivals, live events, clubs and broadcasts 
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out there 
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ENCLOSURE SIX: 

Harry Partch 

Delusion Of Ihe lury 


Masterworks ve 
Partch's monumental 
on CD at last! 




U |||A^Used CD and LP 
AlmS7 Buy/Sell Clearinghouse! 


Sell your top quality used 
CD's and LP'svia the mail. 
Simply fax, e-mail or call us 
with the titles you want to sell. 
Large volume bought and sold. 















































































































Details of all available backissues, and a searchable database of contents ofissues 
after 100, are available on The Wire Website: www.dfuse.com/the-wire 
Full, downloadable articles from sold out issues are added every month 




sin italics indicate very fewcopies remaining. Forfi/rther enquiriescall+44 (0)20 77343555, ore-mail subs.wire@ukonline.c 


































Free CDs! Free magazines! 

Our special Miilennium offer: take out your fust subscription to The Wire and 
3t a full set of Wire Tapper CDs or three extra issues — FREE! 







































Diamanda 

Galas 


special grey area CD offer 

£10.00 each or 3 for £25 

All prices inclusive of post and packing 

Diamanda Galas plays live at the BSMUTE 



•rodukt Der 

_sch Amerikanischen 

j Freundschaft 


Cabaret 

Voltaire 


The Voice Of America 

Red Mecca 

Live At The YMCA 


The Living Legends 
Three Mantras 
Mix-Up 
2x45 

Johnny Yesno 
Hai! 

Live At The Lyceum 
The Drain Train 
1974-76 


NON 


Blood And Flame 

The Best Of NON 
In The Shadow Of The Sword 
Might! 

God And Beast 

Receive The Flame 


Pagan Muzak <7" album) £7.50 
Solitude (7" single) £3.50 


All orders to Mute Bank, 429 Harrow Road, London, W10 4RE. Send SAE or phone 24 hour credit card 
hotline +44 (0) 20 8964 0029, fax +44 (0) 20 8964 3722 or e-mail <mutebank@mutelibtech.com> 

www.mute.com 


also on the Grey Area of Mute Records Throbbing Gristle / CAN / The Boys Next Door / SPK / 
The Hafler Trio / :Zoviet*France: / Laibach / Dome / Einstiirzende Neubauten / Swell Maps / Wire 























